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Abstract

his article argues against the prevailing thinking that celebrates

deterritorialization by taking its superficial images such as
“borderlessness” or “de-territoriality”, and then demonstrates that
deterritorialization is not a linear/one-way process but a dialectical push-
and-pull. As with the dialectic nexus of globalization and localization, where
there is deterritorialization, there is also reterritorialization. The idea has
been applied to my historical/ethnographical study of Taipei’s Ximending.
I explain how earlier Japanese colonists, later Chinese immigrants and
recently young Taiwanese have successively practiced their cultural-
imaginative projects by imitating differently the distant Other’s landscapes of
consumption. Another case study, of the transnational production and cross-
cultural consumption of Taipei Walker magazine, follows. This explores the
embedded Japanese consumerism in Taipei, particularly associated with
today’s Ximending. Taipei’s young people, city planners, entertainment
capital, and Japanese media join forces to construct a new urban space —
neither Taiwanese nor Japanese — of “Tokyo-like Ximending”.

Keywords: de/re-territorialization, landscape, cross-cultural
consumption, Ximending, Taipei Walker
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