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The young Chien was thus steeped in |

Telepersunality
traditional Chinese culture which was an important influ-

Mr. Gisson C. Chien was born at Nantung Hsien.

Kiangsu Province, China, in 1901, into a family of scholars. ;
Immediately afterwards, he joined the Department of

his hlgh school education in Shanghai, and in 1924 gradua-
ted in Electrical Engineering at the National Chiao-tung
Telegraphs and Telephones in the Ministry of Communic”

University.
ations and was promoted to Section Chief of the Depart

ence on the development of his personality. He received
— 10 —.

particularly from his father, a noted scholar during the |

He received his early education in his native town and |
Ching dynasty.
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serve as Vice-Minister of Communications concurrently
with his duties as Director-General of Telecommunications,
He helped to prepare and implement the 4-year develop-

ment plans, of which telecommunications wer2 an impor-
tant feature.

In 1960, however, he resigned his post as Vice-Minister
and devoted himself full time to the
development of telecommunication services in his country.

Mr. Chien has also been most active in international
affairs As Head of the Chinese Delegation, he attended
th> High-Frequency Broadcasting Conference held in Me-

xico City in 1948, where he was elected Vice-Chairman of
Committee 7. Since 1956, he has attended eight sessions

for health reasons,

of the Administrative Council of the Union. He sponsored

a project to establish a Telecommunications and Electronics

Research and Training Centre in Taiwan. This was the
first Special Fund project of the ITU, after it had been

approved by the United Nations early in 1961, and has
been carried out very satisfactorily. '

In spite of his onerous official duties, Mr. Chien takes

an active part in social activities. He served as Executive |

Secretary of the Chinese Institute of Engineers for
several years, and in 1964 was elected Chairman of the
Chinese Institute of Electrical Engineering; he is also Ch~
airman of the Chinese National Committee of the Intern”
ational Scientific Radio Union (URSI) and an elected
Member of the National Assembly of the Republic of
China. Professor at the Electronics Institute of the Nati-
onal Chiao-tung University, he 1is the author of three
books in Chinese: Telecommunications in Europe and in
America, Material management and General treatise 01
China's telecommunications.

’

e

ment after eight years’ service. In 1933 he was transferred

.to the Department of Technical Experts in the same Mi-

nistry as Divisional Chief and was also appointed convenor

of an ad hoc committee on the compilation of telecomm-
unication epuipment specifications

In 1935, he went to the United Kingdom, where he
spent eight months examining the equipment to be used
for building a long-distance telephone network covering
nine Chinese provinces. On his way back to China, he spent

about three months in Germany and visited the United
States of America.

Upon his return from abroad, he set up a modern
laboratory for testing telecommunication materials in the
Department of Technical Experts of the Ministry.

In 1938, when the Sino-Japanese war broke out, he was
engaged in the work of planning the north-west and south~

% west Jong-distance telephone network as well as the air

defence communication network. In recognition of his out-
standing service, he was appointed Deputy Director of

£ the Department of Telegraphs and Telephones of the

Ministry of Communications in 1942. In 1943, the Directo~
Tate General of Telecommunications was established and

1 the Department of Telegraphs and Telephones was reorg-
anized as the Department of Posts and Telecommunicati-

ns. He was appointed Deputy Director-General of the new
Organization and, in 1947, was made Director-General after
the resignation of his predecessor.

After the Second World War, he devoted himself to
the tremendous work of repairing the six main lines which
had been seriously damaged during hostilities.

In 1950, he was called upon by his Government to
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