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DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETIERS 
CHIA THENG SHEN 

Popularlyknown by friends 且"C. T.，" Mr. Shen rypifies in his personality an admirable 
blend of business acumen and humanitarian concern‘ Born in Hangchow, China, he recelved his 
degiee in electrical engineering from Chiao Tung Univ...i句， Shanghai ， in 1937. During the間I i'. 
yean of World War II'he served in £urope 且 a member of the National Resouras Co mmission of 
the Chine", Covemme n<. Following V.J. D勾 in 1945、 he entered private business and l>ecame 
president of the China Trading and Industrial D的elopme n< Corporation with allied office. in 
New York, London, Hong Ko~g ， Bombay and Kurachi: Twenty:"nc years ago he came to the 
United State, and assumed the presidency of the Ttansatlantic Financing Cotpor.tion. In 1958,:

個gether with h臼且sociates ， he founded an en<erptising shipping corpo間 tio~ which purchased 
th; well-known Marine Transport Lines. Three y~m alter becoming a United States citizen in 
1964,“C.T." and his colleagues acquired the Am自 ican Steamship Co mp叩Y﹒ the largest 
independent shipp,ing concern ;'iling the Great Lake;. Although he has achieved signal success i~ 
cite world of bu;irie";, Mt. Shen has'spa;ed rio effort to advance the causes of humanitarian and 
religious prinαpi此 A de削ed Buddhist, he h且 been identified from'early youth w仙 a wide 
Wi e句。 f intellectual, social and cultural involvement>. Since 1963, he has been a Trust凹 and 
OflJcdr of The China Im';'ute in America, New York. One of ,he founders of 'he Buddhi.t
&目 ciation of the United St刮目， he 記們自 the group.. Trustee and Vice·President. When t~e
怕也e , Transport Lines was. sold three years ago , he anang-巴 d to create, with the fUlanc凶 profit ，
叫回 Institut e' for Adva~ce a' Studies of World"Religions. Only last year: a'siieable Ubrary W~
。 fficially opened at the Ston y Brook 且向自 o(the State' Un;ve;;it'y 'of New York to help 
promot~' th~ lofty objective, ~f the In， titu~e. Our own Ce nter of A,ian',Studie, ~aS ~r~d~ce.~.
制的 the cooperation of- the Institt肘， an impo'ing bibliographic catalogin re ，earc~ of Ca~h?lic
祖，d Taoist …terials on meditation. Man-ied in 1940 to W∞ Ju thu; he,i' ~e father offour 
chadren, two of whom are ma n-ied and have pre,ented the Shen' with ill配

，
grandchildren. In 

reco~ition oL his <,l istinguished career, hi, 'humanitarian effortS and his ed向ing life 祖 aii--
conc~"， ed person, a 'famiiyma n and a world citi~en ， St. John's Univ削typroudly b帥。明 upon 
C!tia Theng' Shen'"honoris ca帥， the degree of恥ctor of Humane Le tter>.
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feel qualified to receive it. 
I mentioned this feeling to my wife Nancy , whose 

wisdom has been my inspiration all along. She thought a 
minute and asked me if I knew a story about the Army. 
I asked, "Which Story?" and she told me this: 

Once there was a private who was very lazy and un­
disciplined , and who caused much trouble in his platoon. 
The sergeant tried every method to tame him. including 
punishment, but was unable to make him beho. ve. So the 
sergeant went to the general and asked him what could 

-Ji--iiill--fbe done to make the private disciplined. Thegeneral tho­
ught a while and said, "Make him a sergeant." 

tllli--ltI do not know whether the title I now receive will make 
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』me work better. However, I' did learn something when I 

was a priva teo From religion in general and from Buddhism 
in particular learned two words which I wish to convey 
to you in appreciation of your coming here todayon this 
occaSlO n. 

The two words are "penetrating" and "limitless." We 
usually respond or act just on superficial observation or 
knowledge. Religions give one the training of penetration 
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and Buddhism teaches one to look penetratingly into the 
root of every phenomenon. As for limits, any kind of limit 
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is a bondage. Man has now begun to overcome the limite:" 
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ation of earth's gravitation. Man should be able to liherate 
himself mentally through the concept of the limitless. 

These two words could be discussed for hours, but 
today we neither have the time nor is it the right occasion 
for discussion. I simply sUbmitthese words to you to 

啟敬同 express my sincere thanks to you, dear friends , to Father 
Cahill, and to the trustees of this great university.|i|lJ1l 

Thank you very much.
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