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Very Reverend Father Cahj

friends: Il Trustees, faculty and good

k-4

T et - i

B RSP

8t. Jolp's Bniversity
Jumatenr, KP.

QFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

CITATION
for
DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS
CHIA THENG SHEN

Popularly known by friends as “C.T.,” Mr. Shen typifies in his personality an admirable

blend of business acumen and humanitarian concern. Born in Hangchow, China, he received his
degree in electrical engineering from Chiao Tung University, Shanghai, in 1937. During the eatly
years of World War If he served in Europe as a member of the National Resources Commission of
the Chinese Government, Following V.J. Day in 1945, he entered privare business and became
president of the China Trading and Industrial Development Corporation with allied offices in
New York, London, Hong Kong, Bombay and Kurachi. Twenty-onc years ago he came to the
United States and assumed the presidency of the Transatlantic Financing Cotporation. In 1958,
together with his assotiates, he Founded an enterprising shipping corporation which purchased
the wellknown Marine Transport Lines. Three years after becoming a Unitéd States citizen in
1964, “C.T." and his colleagues acquired the American Steamship Cortipany. the largest
independent shipping concern sailing the Great Lakes. Although he has achieved signal success in
the world of business, Mr, Shen has spared 1io efforr to advance the cavses of humanitatian and
religious principles. A devoted Buddhist, he has been idencified from ‘early youth with a wide
vatieey of intellectual, social and cultural involvements. Since 1963, he has been a Trustee and
Officer of The China lastitute in America, New York. One of the founders of the Buddhist
Association of the United States, he serves the group as Trustee and Vice-President. When the
Marine Transpart Lines was sold three years ago, he arranged to create, with the financial profit,
The Institute for Advanced Studies of Wérld eligions, Only last year, a sizeable library was
officially opened at the Stony Brook campus of the State Universify'of New York to help
promote the Jofty objectives of the Institute. Our own Center of Asian’Studies has produced,
with the cooperation of the Institute, an imposing bibliagraphic catalog in research of Catholic
aud Taoist materials on meditation. Married in 1940 to Woo Ju Chu, he is the father of four
children, two of whom are married and have presented the Shens with k& grandchildren. In
recognition of  his distinguished career, his humanitarian cfforts and his edifying life as 2
concerned person,a family man and a world citizen, St. John's Unuiversity proudly bestows upon
Chia Theng Shen, honoris causa, the degree of Dactor of Humane Letters.

Ageil 16,1973

Red Joseph T. Cahill, CM,
esident
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I have learned and achieved very little in the vast field
of the humanities. When I received the news that the
trustees of St. John’s University were going to give me
an honorary doctor’s degree of humane letters, I did not
feel qualified to receive it.

I mentioned this feeling to my wife Nancy, whose
wisdom has been my inspiration all along. She thought a
minute and asked me if T knew a story about the Army.

I asked, “Which Story?” and she told me this:

Once there was a private who was very lazy and un~
disciplined, and who caused much trouble in his platoon.
The sergeant tried every method to tame him, including
punishment, but was unable to make him behave. So the
sergeant went to the general and asked him whdt could
be done to make the private disciplined. The general tho-
ught a while and said, “Make him a sergeant.” .

I do not know whether the title I now receive will make
me work better. However, I did learn something when I
was a private. From religion in general and from Buddhism
in particular learned two words which I wish to convey
to you in appreciation of your coming here today on this

occasion. :
The two words are “penetrating” and “limitless.” We

usually respond or act just on superficial observation or
knowledge. Religions give one the training of penetration
and Buddhism teaches one to look penetratingly into the
root of every phenomenon. As for limits, any kind of limit
is a bondage. Man has now begun to overcome the limit=
ation of earth’s gravitation. Man should be able to liherate
himself mentally through the concept of the limitless.
These two words could be discussed for hours, but
today we neither have the time nor is it the right occasion
for discussion. I simply submit these words to you to
express my sincere thanks to you, dear friends, to Father
Cahill, and to the trustees of this great university.

Thank you very much.





