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I have learned and achieved very little in the vast field
of the humanities. When I received the news that the
trustees of St. John’s University were going to give me
an honorary doctor’s degree of humane letters, I did not
feel qualified to receive it.

I mentioned this feeling to my wife Nancy, whose
wisdom has been my inspiration all along. She thought a
minute and asked me if T knew a story about the Army.

I asked, “Which Story?” and she told me this:

Once there was a private who was very lazy and un~
disciplined, and who caused much trouble in his platoon.
The sergeant tried every method to tame him, including
punishment, but was unable to make him behave. So the
sergeant went to the general and asked him whdt could
be done to make the private disciplined. The general tho-
ught a while and said, “Make him a sergeant.” .

I do not know whether the title I now receive will make
me work better. However, I did learn something when I
was a private. From religion in general and from Buddhism
in particular learned two words which I wish to convey
to you in appreciation of your coming here today on this

occasion. :
The two words are “penetrating” and “limitless.” We

usually respond or act just on superficial observation or
knowledge. Religions give one the training of penetration
and Buddhism teaches one to look penetratingly into the
root of every phenomenon. As for limits, any kind of limit
is a bondage. Man has now begun to overcome the limit=
ation of earth’s gravitation. Man should be able to liherate
himself mentally through the concept of the limitless.
These two words could be discussed for hours, but
today we neither have the time nor is it the right occasion
for discussion. I simply submit these words to you to
express my sincere thanks to you, dear friends, to Father
Cahill, and to the trustees of this great university.

Thank you very much.
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