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From Stidell. .. and the meon

NEW ORLEANS- Astronauts John W. ’

Young, left, and
Robart L. Cripping, Who will pilot the space shuttle

Columbia on its first orbital flight, present the “Silver
Snoopy” cward for professional excellence to one of
the workers at NASA’s Michoud

Assembly facility
Friday, Alfred 8. York of Slidell.



April 13, 1979

Mr. Al 5. York

ET Manufacturing, Test & Facilities
Martin Marietta Aerospace

Denver Division, Michoud Operations

Dear Al:

This is to offer my congratulations and appreciation to you for your
contributions to the Space Shuttle Program, and especially for your
professional performance as a Senior Manufacturing Fngineer
responsible for the planning of the handling and movement of all
External Tank hardware, from minor assemblies to the comp]eted ET.
For your many achievements, for your excellent performance in the
development of 210 Handling Plans and for your efforts in the
development and implementation of the reusable shipping containers
to protect our critical hardware, you are to be hluhly commended.

My fellow astronauts and I develop our confidence in the Space Shuttle
Program throuch training and experience, and the knowledge that there:
are men of your ability and dedication supporting this nation's

manned space effort. Your performance has been exemplary in all
respects, and I wish to express my thanks for your contribution.

In apprec1at1on we would 1ike you to have and to wear the
astronaut s personal award for professional excellence, the "Silver
Snoopy. "

You may display this in the know]edge that it is given only to those
whom we regard as the very best in their respective professions,

Best wishes for continued achievement in your career.

Robert L. Crippen
NASA Astronaut
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